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Two sisters, 24 dogs and a 1,600-
km trail. In February 2020 the 
Tweddell sisters, twins Lori and 
Louve, challenge themselves to 
complete the Yukon Quest, an in-
ternational dogsledding competi-
tion over 1,600 km, held every win-
ter since 1984. It will not be their 
first race, since they were already 
going for rides by their first birth-
day and competing by ages 5 and 
7. Now 18, they are eligible to par-
ticipate in this monumental two-
week race, which their father has 
completed three times. But to earn 
their ticket to the major event, they 
need to show what they can do by 
competing in two races of 500 km 
(300 miles). Once they qualify, they 

will have to prepare individually, as 
they will be pitted against one an-
other. They will have to find spon-
sors and train their four-legged 
friends to travel from Whitehorse, 

Yukon, to Fairbanks, Alaska, on a 
route once called the North Route.
While the idea of spending about 
ten days in the forest in tempera-
tures dropping as low as -50 

degrees, and being barely able to 
sleep a few hours through bitingly 
cold nights by the side of the trail 
with a dozen dogs under their care 
would make most people’s blood 
freeze, for the sisters it is sheer joy. 
Lori and Louve will be able to count 
on their parents for support, food, 
and dog medication at control sta-
tions along the way.
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The 18-year-old sisters are not 
typical young women. With 
their family, they live a modest 
lifestyle on a small plot of land 
without utilities in Mendenhall, 
45 minutes away from White-
horse. They raise farm animals 
and around 40 dogs, and each 
member of the family, including 
the twins, take care of the ani-
mals.
To become mushers and com-
pete in the Yukon Quest, they 
will have to commit themselves 
body and soul for many months 
to their preparation. 
Throughout this documenta-
ry, viewers follow the sisters as 
they train, search for sponsors 
to alleviate the financial burden, 
and learn from their father’s own 
experience of the race, and wit-
ness the competition grow until 

it’s final resolution, the race in 
February.
Will they achieve their goal? Will 
they finish the race, or be forced 
to quit halfway through? Which 
sister will complete the race with 
the best time?

Filmed in Yukon’s breathtaking 
landscapes, the documentary 
captures the northerners’ deter-
mination and unrivalled passion 
for their majestic natural sur-
roundings.
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