
Simon in France
Documentary Series (13 30-minute episodes)

Simon discovers volunteering and 
participatory tourism while 
travelling the Yukon in 2018-2019, 
and recounts the lasting mark 
this experience left on him in the 
D’Amours et d’eau fraîche series. 
Discovering Yukon by that sharing 
process was so special that it has 
become an obvious choice for him 
to travel the world and deeply ex-
perience local cultures. 

During his year-long travels to se-
cluded areas of Yukon, he experi-
enced rich and intense adventures, 
both on a human level  and in the 
personal development of manual 
skills. Today, he wishes to 
continue travelling the same way, 
by that sharing process, and renew 
his experience.

Simon en France is the logical se-
quel to D’Amours et d’eau fraîche 
and Simon’s quest for adventures 
and the fundamentals; and Simon 
chooses to share and tell this new 
story with a fellow Frenchman.

At 45 years old, despite having 
travelled in Canada, South 
America, Thailand and Atlantic 
islands, Simon has actually never 
set foot in Europe. As his first stop 
on this other continent he chooses 
France where, as in Canada, volun-
teering is on the rise. He takes his 
time to discover and understand 
the Hexagone and the country of 
wine, cheese and pain baguette.
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Simon in France

Guided by his French travel 
companion through the country-
side and mountains, Simon offers 
his services in exchange for room 
and board – from grooming 
horses on a farm in Ardèche, to 
helping clean a lodge in Savoie, 
trimming apple trees in Normandie, 
baking bread on an organic farm 
in Médoc, guiding alongside a 
musher in Hautes-Alpes, discover-
ing enology at a vineyard in Bour-
gogne, or even lavender picking in 
Alpes-de-Haute-Provence.

But that’s not all. He will also be a 
shepherd in Provence and a moun-
tain guide in Mercantour. He will 
milk cows to help in the making of 
Reblochon de Savoie, main ingre-
dient of the famous tartiflette, and 
will go olive picking in rural Nice 
where olive oil is traditionally 
extracted in windmills. 

The list goes on with France’s 
wealth and diversity. 
For this Quebecer, Simon en France 
will prove to be an exotic adventure 
and exchange not only for him, but 
for his hosts and travel companion.
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